Why am I grateful to Alan Bundy? Because, by offering me the opportunity
to come to Edinburgh for my PhD, he allowed me to become properly edu-
cated. I can honestly, and without sentimental exaggeration, say that four
years or so I spent in South Bridge was some of the best time I have ever
had, both intellectually and personally; formative in every sense. From Alan
I leaned how not only what serious research looks like, but also, not the same
thing, how to run an international level research group - something that I
still think he can do as well as anyone else I have seen - and all that follows
from that. I don’t think it is too much to say that most of what I have been
able to do since was catalysed by the time I spent as a member of his group,
for which many thanks.

Sean Matthews



